
Term 1 2024  

Monday 12th February Welcome BBQ 5:30-6:30pm 

Wednesday 14th Feb Foundation Rest Day 

Football Clinic—Grade 3 & 4 students 

Friday 16th February Book Club due 

Wednesday 21st Feb Foundation Rest Day 

Thursday 22nd Feb District Swimming 

Wednesday 28th Feb Foundation Rest Day 

Thursday 29th Feb Division Swimming 

Friday 1st March Summer Series 

Saturday 23rd March Bundarra Fete 

Thursday 28th March Last Day of Term 1 

Term 2 2024  

Monday 15th April First Day Term 2 

Term 1 Week 2 

Thursday 8th Feb 2024 

 

Principal: Mrs Jo Shelton                                         abn:   21 860 290 195                            

m: Po Box 736 Portland, Gunditjmara Country   3305     e: bundarra.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

w: www.bundarraps.vic.edu.au                             p: 03 5523 4122    f: 03 5521 7355 

Direct Deposit:   Bundarra Primary School             BSB: 063536 Acc: 00901409 

School Assembly: Fridays at 2:50pm 

Children are not  actively supervised at school until 8:30am. 

 

We would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands and waters 

on which we gather, the Gunditjmara People, and pay respect to elders past 

and present.  We would like to share our gratitude that we get to live, learn 

and play on this beautiful Country. 



Ngata from Mrs Shelton…. 
 

Welcome BBQ 

We are looking forward to seeing you all at our Welcome BBQ Monday night at 5:30. We will have 

open classrooms from 5:30 – 6:00 where you can meet your child’s teacher and have a look at their 

‘learning to learn’ work.  At 6:00 we will have a free BBQ so bring along a picnic rug where we can 

celebrate the wonderful school community we have at Bundarra primary School. 

You play such an important role in your child’s experience in their education and have great influ-

ence into their attitudes towards the learning and wellbeing at Bundarra.  There is strong evidence 

that shows parent engagement is associated with improvements for academic attainment for all 

students.  This is in reference to school adjustment and attendance, motivation, self-regulatory skills, 

retention and graduation rates.   

I have attached an information sheet for you to read that shows how school and home can work 

together to achieve the best we can for your child.  I look forward to seeing you all Monday! 

Football Clinic 

Next Wednesday all of our Grade 3 and 4 students will be attending a football clinic with players 

from the Geelong Football Club.  Students will have an hour with the players, practicing drills and 

skills followed by a half hour session to sign autographs.  Miss G, Mr Raynor and Mr Burgess will be 

attending this event with our students. 

Attendance 

It is great to see families using Compass to record student’s absences this year.  I have also been 

very impressed with the school’s attendance record for the first week of school.  For us to have an 

impact on your child’s development in learning and wellbeing, we need them to be at school.  

Here are some reasons why being at school is so important: 

*Studies have shown that there is direct link between school attendance and achievement late in 

life.  

*If your child develops poor attendance patterns in the early years of education, this will normally 

lead to poor attendance throughout most of their school years.   

*When children spend a lot of time away from school, it makes it very difficult for them to form posi-

tive relationships with their peers and teachers.  

It is OK to be away if:  You are sick, medical appointment, bereavement, religious and cultural ob-

servation and sorry business. Extended family holiday is an acceptable form of absence, however it 

requires my approval. For this reason, it is important if you are going on an extended holiday that 

you make an appointment with me. 

It is NOT OK to be away if:  It is your Birthday, you have a sick or unwell family member, tired from 

the weekend, family visiting from out of town, stayed up late the night before and refusing to come 

to school 

School Uniform 

It is an expectation that students attend school in correct school uniform.  This means black shorts, 

pants or skirt, red school uniform top (old or new), red school uniform jumper.  If your child is not in 

school uniform, you will be contacted through compass.  If your child remains out of uniform, your 

class teacher will call you to see how we can support you so that your child attends in the correct 

clothes. 



Charlie Cordova 

Michaela Murrell 

Robert Walker 

Blake Dowden 

Poppy Ruddick 

Alyssa Robertson 

Rylan McCurdy 

Azarah-Lee Taylor 

Ruby Ryan 



Students of Grade 1/2A have had fun during our Learning to Learn pro-

gram; learning new names and routines,  revisiting values and catching 

up with friends in the yard. They have been filling their buckets with kind 

words and plenty of kind actions. You can find these buckets outside of 

our classroom. - Mrs Holden & Mrs Wombwell 



WELLBEING NEWS 
Welcome back to all our returning families and a big hello to our new 

families. School can be exciting and daunting each new year. It is lovely 

to talk about how our students are feeling and “debrief” at the end of 

the day, week, term etc. 

Be patient – it may be that they need some space initially and are hap-

pier to talk after a break. 

Be an active listener – this means showing real focus and interest in what 

is being said. 

Look for natural opportunities to connect – in the car, walking around the 

shops, outside in the yard. 

Ask some focused questions that require more than a yes or no answer. 

Sometimes it is a struggle to extract much more than a shrug or a “It’s 

okay”. I thought I’d include some leading questions and phrases that ex-

pand upon this and get students talking about their school experience.   

• “Tell me three things you did today in class.” 

• “Guess what I did today while you were at school…(Big explanation 

of your day)….now tell me what you did.” 

• “I’m interested to hear about your favourite part of the day – who did 

you spend time with? What were you doing at the time? What were 

you most proud of? 

• The 5 senses – “What do you remember HEARING / SEEING / SMELL-

ING / TOUCHING / TASTING today?”     This is particularly powerful as 

it requires students to think about how they experienced the day, not 

just about what they did. 

Give it a go – our newest school value is CURIOSITY. Studies show that stu-

dents who are curious are more likely to want to learn and retain their 

knowledge longer. By being curious about your child’s day you are rein-

forcing our value and promoting an interest in being curious about learn-

ing. 



16th February 

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx  

Football Clinic 

Geelong Cats AFL clinic  

Wednesday 14th February  

At Alexandra Park, Portland. 

Students in Grades 3 and 4 will 

be attending the clinic, where 

they will participate within 

some skill based activities, as 

well as have the opportunity 

to mingle with the Geelong 

Football Club players.  

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmybookclubs.scholastic.com.au%2FParent%2FLogin.aspx&data=05%7C01%7CEmma.Spencer%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cfda6a3b8709447bbb8dc08daafd58890%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6380156289


Zooper Doopers  

available every 

Wednesday and       

Friday at 

lunchtime.  



The Power of saying “Hello” ! 

Did you know – our newest school value is “CURIOSITY”? 

When I was 10 years old my mother stopped to talk to someone she 

passed on the street. I was too interested in kicking the stone I had at 

my feet. Mum said her goodbyes and we were on our way. I was a bit 

surprised when mum turned to me and said, “That’s the last time we 

meet someone and you don’t say hello. Even a dog can wag its tail 

when it meets someone!” 

That message stuck with me and I make it my purpose to greet people 

whether it be at school, sport or passing on the street. But what does 

this have to do with CURIOSITY? When we speak to someone, they 

speak back….and it feels good. It opens a window into that person 

and conversation often follows. I struck up a conversation on bus duty 

last week. A conversation followed and I found out more about that 

person’s life than I had been able to do in fifty or so art and music les-

sons.  

Sometimes you speak to someone with their head down. They lift it up 

and smile. You realise just how powerful it is to open your mouth and 

say hello. Often I visit different schools for a variety of reasons. Walking 

in for the first time it is so mighty to be greeted by a student who has the 

confidence to say “hello” and “how are you?” 

Bundarra is one of those schools, but it is great to adopt a “Be Better” 

attitude. Challenge yourself to say “Hello” every time you pass some-

one this week and, better still, promote this with your family.  

Maybe you’ll learn something about a person from the conversa-

tion that starts….BEING CURIOUS creates CONNECTIONS! 





 




